n.]        TJie Anglo-Norman Conquest of Ireland.        41
the numerous castles of its ancient Barons, some still existing,
were imposing structures; the agriculture of this region to this
day seems more orderly and long settled than in the* rest
of the island. Dublin, the chief town of this comparatively
favoured land, had become a city of some importance,
possessing municipal rights, and a few fine buildings; its
townsmen conducted a tolerably good trade with England/ and
especially with her great port of the West, Bristol. The
Parliaments of Ireland, long ago established, were usually
assembled in the expanding capital; here, too, were the Castle,
and the Royal Courts of Justice administering English law
throughout the Pale; and the authority of the Legislature, the
Viceroy and the tribunals of the state, was generally recognised
within its limits. Troubles and acts of oppression were but too
common; the feudal arrays of the Pale were often called out in
"hostings" against the "Irish enemy"; the ascendency of one
great dominant House, at least, was repeatedly adverse to peace
and order. But the sons of the conquerors and their successors
had struck root in the Pale, and became a real and settled
colony; the whole region, if not to be deemed prosperous,
was an oasis in a desert compared to the other parts of Ireland,
Yet even the Pale was a distracted land, often a scene
of deeds of blood, and of anarchic tyranny. The arrays of the
Celts occasionally broke through the Marches, ill-defended,
and without sufficient fortresses; pouring down through the
denies of Wicklow, across the great expanse of the Bog of
Allen, and from the " gate of the North," as it was called, near
Dundalk, they waged a predatory war with the English settlers.
The burghers of Dublin were, over and over again, affrighted
by the fires of the Irish foray; and more than once the weak
feudal militia proved no match for the armed swarms of the
active "Irish enemy." The subjugated, but untamed, Irishry
'of the Pale sometimes took part in these destructive raids,
rising against masters, feared, but abhorred; the lot indeed